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Reflection and Reconstruction of the Relationship Between Development and Human Nature
from “Multiple Modernity” Theory

WANG Xin
( School of Philosophy, Center for studies of Values and Culture, Beijing Normal University,
Beijing,100871 )

Abstract: Since the mid-20th century, modernization reflections and criticisms in the world have continued
to expand in depth. From the perspective of the new form of human civilization, development is not only a single
social and economic activity, but also an independent exploration process of self-practice, self-perfection and
self-integration of human nature in the sense of rationality. In this sense, during the three to four hundred years of
Western society with enlightened modernity, the developmental ideology that purely pursues economic growth and
wealth accumulation has spread around the world. Consequently, modern people are enjoying material abundance,
economic prosperity and technological advancement while bearing the consequences of increasingly utilitarian,
alienated and dehumanized development. In the post-globalization era, the increasingly awakened modern people
have begun to realize that development without restriction will never bring a better life and the perfection and
promotion of human nature. For the future, human health and sustainable development should not be limited to
economic growth, material possessions and human pleasure but set views, modes and directions for reasonable
and good development. Meanwhile, it is necessary to focus more on the generation and cultivation of good human
nature and to fundamentally overcome the survival, value, and human nature crises in human social development
by shaping human ecological character. In the harmonious relationships between man and nature, among the
social communities, and between human beings and ourselves, it is necessary to seek a new way of sustainable
development that fits and adapts to human civilization and the evolution of human nature towards a future with a
new development pattern of multiple modernity of “truth”, “goodness” and “beauty”.
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